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SESFS NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2020 

Hello everyone 

I am penning this month’s Newsletter on a wet, dank, dreich miserable and any 
other adjectives you can think of to describe a November morning. Added to 
this I have been diagnosed with pleurisy so feeling pretty miserable!! 

I open our November Newsletter with the sad news that former President of 
our society Lindsay Morrison passed away recently. Many of you will 
remember her as a friend and fellow grower and although I did not know her 
personally I understand that she was a very capable person and will be missed 
greatly in fuchsia circles. We pass on our condolences to her family and friends 
at this sad time. 

This year must go down as the worst I can remember. I did happen to say this 
to an elderly gentleman in our village recently and he agreed but also added 
that he lived through the latter years of the Second World War and this year 
does have some similarities. Personally I have been grounded more times by 
officialdom this year than I ever was as a youngster by my parents!! 

 I would think it is fair to say that we are all beginning to feel the effects of 
permanent lockdowns, tiered lockdowns and now we can get out to play for 
five days over the festive season. Like me you may have your own thoughts on 
this. We live in hope of a vaccine and this will sort everything out. Yes indeed, 
you may add, but will it work if not everyone has it? Politicians and medical 
scientists seem to have differing thoughts on when we may get it. Covid and 
Brexit I have had enough!! Will we get back to any sort of normality in 2021? 

 I was chatting to a fellow pelargonium grower last week and he has decided 
not to bring plants through the winter. That thought has past through my mind 
on a few occasions but hey ho all is well in the greenhouse and I live in the 
hope that many shows will burst into bloom next year.  

Robert and I are experimenting in our greenhouse this year. In the past we 
have used bubble wrap and gas heating. Unfortunately having an allotment 
means we have no electricity. In previous years we have had a major problem 
with condensation and all the problems that can bring. Added to this we were 
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using one and a half tanks of gas per week which over the winter was 
amounting to just short of £1500. It made us ask the question, should we just 
buy cuttings every year. However, over the years we have grown our 
collections and wouldn’t always be guaranteed to get some of our favourites, 
particularly in the pelargoniums which seem to have a lot fewer good show 
varieties than fuchsias. So this year we are trying fleece kept 6 inches away 
from the glass and using paraffin. To date all is well but we have not had any 
significant heavy frost to test the new method.  

I will keep you informed as to our results. 

One thing that is noticeable is that there is a lot of new growth on the plants 
and if this continues there will be no need to bring fuchsias to life in the spring. 
I’m not sure whether this is a good thing or a bad one which will bring 
problems at a later date. Comments please! 

Please let me know what method you use and I will add it to my next blethers. 

I always panic about watering throughout the winter and I can be easily 
tempted to over water. This year I have decided to lift each pot and check the 
weight before even considering to pick up the watering can. The problem I 
have is that I am trying to heat only one greenhouse which is housing 
pelargoniums on one side, fuchsias on the other with standards down the 
centre. So, you can imagine what it is like. Over 100 established plants, over 
100 cuttings which need to be repotted. Added to this the show pelargoniums 
for the British Championships in early June next year are already in their final 
pots, starting to get fed, stopped and turned.  I need to be a bit of a wizard to 
remember what I am doing to what, where and when. If it all works out it will 
be a miracle. We are always learning! 

I happened to notice that some containers outside with fuchsias are still 
blooming away!! They are in a sheltered area and if tidied up would still be a 
nice display. Nature really has no idea of what is going on around it. 

Sunday will of course be our Annual General Meeting and I do hope that many 
of you will be able to join us by Zoom. Since being shown how to do this, by 
someone much younger than me I may add, I have used it regularly to keep up 
with groups I am associated with. We had a family Quiz nights, group 
discussions, usually with copious amounts of wine, and in March 2021 I am 
adjudicating a Drama Competition by the Zoom method. So rather than the 
dinner suit and bow tie or kilt which is the norm to carry out this task I will be 
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able to sit at my desk with joggy bottoms and my slippers!  It is amazing what 
people can put in place when pushed into a corner. 

 Irene and Eric will be sending out the information required to join in the 
meeting. We will be trying a January meeting with a speaker and see how that 
goes. If you are fearful of Zoom, don’t be, give it a go. After a few times it is 
just like turning on the television. 

In next month’s Newsletter, I will be researching some of the online fuchsia 
suppliers and how best to obtain your young plants for next year. There will 
also be an article from a Nursery grower who is going to do an article for us on 
‘The year of a commercial grower’ and I will be interviewing a real ‘worthy’ of 
the Fuchsia world. Irene will be supplying us with a Christmas Quiz and of 
course there will be all the information from our Annual General Meeting. 

Until the next time, and in true Strictly style ‘’ Keep growing’’ ! 

Yours in gardening 

Tom Kirkland 

President 

Tele: 07538784940 

Email: tomkirkland@hotmail.co.uk 

 


