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Hello everyone  

I hope that this month’s Newsletter finds you all well and starting to 
reap the produce from your gardens. Nothing beats the flavor and 
taste of freshly cut vegetables. It doesn’t matter which supermarket 
you use, nothing beats the home grown produce from your own 
patch. 

Still being a relatively newby to growing fuchsias I was surprised to 
learn that we can also use the pods on our fuchsias. Every day is a 
learning day I suppose. Next month I will post a few recipes for you 
to try. 

My own fuchsia greenhouse is blooming its head off. A mass of 
colour, maybe not the best shapes, sizes and form but they are 
certainly making an impact. The bees think all their Christmases have 
arrived at once. The plants and the greenhouse take a lot of time at 
present with deadheading, removing pods, clearing the benches of 
the spent blooms. I have to admit that this is the first year I have 
given the fuchsias a house of their own and both Robert and myself 
have enjoyed seeing so many different varieties in the one area.  

I’m typing this Newsletter whilst having my car serviced and as it was 
an early start I experienced a very autumnal feel when I left the 
house this morning. Where has the year gone?  What lies ahead as 
we approach the dark nights with much vigour? 

I have already found that the damp nights are already playing havoc 
with light coloured petals both in the fuchsia and pelargonium 
greenhouses. In fact had I been exhibiting at Harrogate Show this 
year I would have already had the greenhouse heater on at night! 
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Robert and I were delighted to welcome our members and friends to 
the visit at our allotment a few weeks ago and I know that Brian and 
Bonnie enjoyed visitors to their garden too. We all enjoyed the 
hospitality!! Enough said ! 

Here is what Irene had to say about the day … 

Tom and Robert’s allotment, inside the greenhouses. 

  

   

And outside pleanty of veg. Tom and Robert explained how the 
allotment now flourishes after some years of toil transforming a 

plot of weeds into this 
productive site.  

The weather was lovely and 
sunny and the bubbles were 
flowing.  We all strolled round 
the very poductive allotment.  A 
wide variety of vegetables on 
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one side and on the other side flower beds full of dahlias, sweet 
peas, gladioli and chrysanths.  We admired the colourful displays in 
the greenhouses as well as the beautiful baskets and containers 
dotted about the plot.  

It’s a shame there were no shows as there were plenty of prize 
winning plants and vegetables on display. 

On the way to Brian and Bonnie’s garden we had a quick look at the 
giant pumpkins and marrows  in Brian’s plot. The whole plot was just 
covered in them. 

   

We arrived at Brian and Bonnie’s garden which was a riot of colour 
with sweet peas and roses in the patio area. Giant vegetables were 
grown at the side of the house along with, gladioli and alstroemeria.  
One of Brian’s greenhouses was full of different types of tomatoes 
and the other had mostly different types of hot spicy chillies. 

We ended the afternoon with a beautiful afternoon tea served in the 
garden.   

It was a lovely afternoon and it was great meeting up with members 
and friends.   

Our thanks goes out to our hosts Tom, Robert, Bonnie and Brian who 
made us very welcome. 

 

Committee member Robert Barclay chooses his favourite fuchsias 
this month and has chosen two real different contrasting varieties. 
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Firstly, Blackie, a real strong dark coloured double which blooms and 
blooms throughout the season. I love to see the massive blooms 
cascading over the edges of a container or window box. It is readily 
available as rooted cutting very early in the season from most garden 
centres.  

Secondly, Little Jessica, my reason for liking this one is quite simply 
because of its delicate foliage and miniscule white blooms. I got my 
first one the day I joined SESFS at Gardening Scotland. Irene was 
demonstrating that day and Little Jessica was one of the plants Irene 
was using. Jessica is the name of my great niece. 

  
Blackie     Little Jessica 

As you know our Annual Show will not go ahead this year but like 
many other societies we are holding a virtual Show for a bit of fun 
and bragging rights. I know Irene has already sent all members an 
email with all the details but here is a little reminder of what to do! 

So come on, don’t say no, give it a go! 

To help you take you pictures for the virtual show James Crawford 
has kindly sent Irene some helpful hints for you.  

The schedule is included below and some useful hints prepared by James 
follow. 
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South East Scotland Fuchsia Society Virtual Show 2020 

CLASSES 

 

 

1. One pot any variety in a 3 ½” or 9cm pot 
2. One pot any variety in a 5” or 13cm pot 
3. Any variety in a 6” or 16cm pot 
4. A matching pair same variety any same size pots  
5. A foliage plant max. 6” or 16cm pot 
6. An Encliandra max 6” or 16cm pot 
7. One pot species, including sub-species and variants. Any sized pot 
8. A Triphylla max 6” or 16cm pot 
9. A Triphylla any size pot 
10. A standard any size and any size pot 
11. A bonsai fuchsia in a bonsai container 
12. Any other shape in any size pot 
13. A hanging pot max size 12” or 30cm 
14. A hanging basket any size  
15. An outside grown container of fuchsias. 
16. A handcraft depicting fuchsias must be your own work and which has not been shown 

before at our show 
 

 

 

RULES 

 

 Photos are of your own plants grown this year 2020. 
 Two photos of each plant to be submitted. 1. A front view and 2. An overhead view. 
 Only ONE entry per class. 
 Name and pot size is required for each plant. 
 Please send each class entry separately with details  as an email to admin@sesfs.co.uk 

from Monday 1st September to the 9th September  
 The show is open to anyone who would like to enter.  There are no prizes, it is just for 

fun. 
 The entries will be on our Facebook page on the 10th and 11th of September. 
 Entries will be judged and the results will be announced on the 12th of September. 
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Hints and Tips for Photograph Entries 

 

 Read the Virtual Show Schedule and Rules and select your plants to be 
photographed – remember that you need two photos for each entry, front and top. 

 

 Photograph your plants outdoors on an overcast day.  The colours of the flowers and 
the foliage will be more “true” in flat, overcast, lighting.  This is why wedding 
photographers prefer flat lighting to sunny days when the contrast between 
highlights and shadows is too stark. 

 

 If your camera or phone is set to automatically flash, turn the flash off as it will be 
similar to the sunny day issue – unattractive contrast. 

 

 Make sure the plant and pot fill the frame as much as possible – so don’t cut edges 
off them but also don’t make them too small in the frame.  This means for most Pots 
that the photo should be taken in “Landscape Format” where the image is wider 
than it is taller. For Standards however, you will need to take the picture in “Portrait 
Format” to ensure that the Judge(s) can see all of the plant – Head, Stem and Pot. 

 

 Try to keep the Background neutral with no distracting features or hotspots.  You 
want the Judges(s) to be focussed on your plant and not the (Sunflowers/Wheelie 
Bin/Garments blowing on your Washing Line etc etc) behind it. 

 

 Remember this is a bit of fun and there are no prizes...so no Digital editing of the 
images please.   

 

Good luck and I look forward to seeing your entries next month. 
James. 

Thanks James for preparing these helpful tips. 

 

 



 
 

Charity Number SC004038 
 

I would really like to know what sort of items you would like covered 
in our Newsletter, what would you like to hear or learn about in the 
fuchsia world? No one knows if we will be able to have our monthly 
meetings so our communication may have to be conducted this way 

I would like to send good wishes to one of our new members, Brian 
Muir who is currently in hospital. Brian had a rough week after our 
visit to his garden and hopefully he will be back to normal in the near 
future. Best wishes also go to Dougie Neill’s wife, Margaret, as she 
continues to recover after her eye op. 

So that is it for this month folks. Next month will have the results of 
our virtual show. Who will reign supreme? It could be you !! 

Best wishes to you all, 

 
Tom Kirkland 

President 
Tele: 07538784940 
Email: tomkirkland@hotmail.co.uk 


