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Friends, 

I hope this Newsletter finds you well. We continue our journey through 
lockdown. It’s been going on for so long now that I’ve forgotten just how many 
weeks it’s been. Too many! 

I’m writing to you today looking out on a dreich wet typical Scottish summer 
day, warm and wet, dull and humid. Great growing weather my father always 
said. I had a look and yes how the weeds love it.  

This month we have a lot of participation from our members which is exactly 
how I originally envisaged our Newsletter being, so please keep those photos 
and pieces of advice coming. 

At time of writing we don’t know whether our Show will go ahead, most 
around us are cancelling. Dougie has been in contact with Gladys regarding the 
Dalkeith show. They will take a decision in the end of July to go ahead or not. 
We will let you know the outcome after that. However keep on growing your 
plants as we may have a virtual competition so take photos of your plants at 
their best!!  

We are all well aware that our beloved fuchsias come in many shapes, sizes, 
forms colours and varieties. Here is what George and Margaret Scott have to 
tell us about what they like to grow.  

F.paniculata(Lilac Fuchsia) 
In the wild this can grow up to 9 feet in height, so it is necessary to contain it, 
having said that it also requires sufficient room in order to make a good plant. 
The flowers are erect on terminal corymb panicles, each flower is about ½ inch 
in length but there is a great number of them. The tube and sepals are rose 
purple and the petals within the small corolla are Lavender. Unlike some 
species the flowers are produced throughout the year and not just as one 
flush. Small black shinny seed pods are produced as the flowers pass maturity. 
There are no problems with cultivation of F.paniculata. Cuttings take 2-3week's 
to strike. 
Our big plant this year was propagated on January 2019, it over wintered well 
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and we took cuttings from it on 30-1-20. They are now in a 5 inch pot and have 
had 3 stops. In the Autumn we trim it back and rest it during the winter 
months. 

          
F.paniculata   F.procumbens (variagated form) 

F.procumbens 
Plant is a native to New Zealand and is usually found in sandy and gravelly 
areas along the sea shore(a gritty type of compost will ensure good results). 
The flowers are very attractive though small, no longer than ½ inch long. The 
sepals are dark red and the tube butterfly yellow there are no petals, the 
pollen on the anthers is a bright blue. After the flowers die seed pods are 
produced and grow quite large, like a small damson plum, and the seed within 
can, when dry, be sown directly onto compost. A high germination rate is 
usually obtained.  
Such seedlings will produce plants which are true Procumbens. 
To propagate Procumbens you just have to trim your plants and any small 
piece will root quite easily. 
According to one book I have read this plant can be very easily used to clamber 
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over a rock garden and unless you are extremely unlucky will safely come 
through an AVERAGE WINTER left in situ.  
Anyone want to try and hope we have a very mild winter? 

Margaret 
 

Those of you who visit our show will have seen the wonderful exhibits George 
and Margaret have. 

 

We have one question this month 

HOW SUITABLE ARE FUCHSIAS TO GROW INSIDE, I DO NOT HAVE A 
GREENHOUSE? 

Fuchsias love to be outside in the summer. So perhaps get them growing well 
and bring indoors to enjoy them for a while but they may go to length and will 
require to be put outside again to recover. Remember to bring them in before 
the frosts and then cut back and keep them on the dry side until spring. While 
inside, keep them in the window to get plenty light, turning the pot round 
frequently. Pinch out to shape the plants and to produce a good head before 
returning them outside once the frosts are past. 
Irene. 

 

My favourite fuchsia spot this month falls to Bob Henderson  

I was surprised when Irene asked me to write a piece on my favourite Fuchsia. 

I am no expert at growing fuchsias and my selection of plants depends on 
availability. 

I do not over-winter them not having the expertise or my greenhouse heated  
  (too mean ) . 

My collection each year depends on the Society and which plugs are available 
at Garden Centres. This year is entirely different! 

I have no Fuchsias! apart from a basket which miraculously survived the winter 
and lack of my attention. So I don’t think I will be displaying anything if there is 
a Show this year. 
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However, when I first started on the Fuchsia trail, one of the fuchsia plugs I 
purchased was Marinka, which grew very well under my inexperienced hand 
and has been my favourite ever since. Cascade is another of my favourites 
which lives up to its name. 

       

Surprisingly I have managed to gain a few prizes and early on I managed to 
gain a second!  
When I Proudly told my son, Expecting some praise such as “Well done Dad, 
Maybe a First next time” .The reply was “Were there only two in the Section?”. 
Such encouragement ! 

Most years I have difficulty in producing something worth exhibiting. My son 
works in Saudi Arabia and returns to his house in Wales to celebrate his 
Birthday in August. The family unite for the occasion and remain for a holiday. 
Two weeks in August is not a good time to leave fuchsias unattended before a 
Show although neighbours try to help as does capillary matting . 

I enjoy growing fuchsias and the monthly meetings listening to experts and as 
my teacher at school often said to me, “must do better “ 
Bob 

Two of our new members Brian and Bonnie Muir have submitted this photo of 
two Standards they are enjoying in their garden this year. They are looking for 
advice on how to cut back and over winter for next year. We will look at that in 
a future Newsletter. Cracking looking plants !! 
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I have ended up with a lot of fuchsias this year and greenhouses are bulging at 
the seams .I decided to pot up some into containers and here are three of 
them. They will no doubt bring colour to the allotment when they come into 
flower. 
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Those of us who are still relatively new to exhibiting fuchsias are still looking 
for information to improve our growing for showing. This month Irene tells us 
about stopping date in order to get our plants just right for the big day! 

This is a handy table to help to work out the dates when the last stop/pinch 
should be made when aiming to show your plants. 

Please note that this is intended as a guide. 
Just when your fuchsias flower, depends on your growing conditions, location, 
the weather and the cultivar. 
It’s based on our show date, so adjust stopping dates if you are aiming for a 
different show. 

DATE OF SHOW 12/09/2020 
Type Penultimate 

Stop 
Date of 
Penultimate 
Stop 

Last Stop Date of Last 
Stop 

Species & 
Triphyllas 

111 days 
before show 

Sunday May 
24th 2020 

90 days 
before show 

Sunday June 
14th 2020 

Doubles 101 days 
before show 

Wednesday 
June 03rd 
2020  

80 days 
before show 

Wednesday 
June 24th 
2020 

Semi Doubles 91 days 
before show 

Sunday June 
14th 2020 

70 days 
before show 

Saturday July 
04th 2020 

Singles 81 days 
before show 

Tuesday June 
23rd 2020 

60 days 
before show 

Tuesday July 
14th 2020 

 

Lots of good advice there from Irene. 

 This is a follow up on the baskets and pots article from The May 
Newsletter.  You will see the amount of growth they have made in one 
month.  I have not pinched them out as they are managing to branch nicely on 
their own.  Enjoy your fuchsias. Irene 
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Jack Shahan  ( hanging pot) Annabel (Hanging pot) Kit Oxtoby (Hanging basket) 

   

 
I don’t know about you, but I like to see pictures of people gardens, 
greenhouses and plants so let’s have a real push for next month’s Newsletter 
to get a few more pictures of what you are doing in the fuchsia world. Simply 
forward your photo to Irene or myself and we will get them fitted in.  

Guess the fuchsias.  Can you identify these fuchsias?  Please email your 
answers to Irene or Tom.  Looking forward to hearing from you. 

   

   

Hope you are still enjoying our weekly Quiz which Irene puts together for us. 
We thank her for continuing to do this for us. I know of one member who 
passes the Quiz on to another six people to do! 

Until next month folks, let’s all stay safe, take care and keep growing! 
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Kind regards to you all, 

Tom Kirkland 

President 

Tele: 07538784940 

Email: tomkirkland@hotmail.co.uk 


