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Dear friends 

Another month of lockdown completed. During this time we are all becoming 
used to doing new things. New routines to learn, new skills to pick up. In the 
past few weeks Robert and I have had to get to grips with carrying out 
hairdressing operations. Our first task was to buy a pair of hairdressing scissors 
and gosh are they sharp! No room for mistakes. However between scissors and 
clippers we are still respectable!! Perhaps we should reconsider our vocations 
when this is all over.  I think the scissors will end up in the greenhouse as they 
will be ideal for nipping out little buds and small branches. Why is it, gardeners 
and growers can always think of a gardening use for everything? 

I have also had to get to grips with using Zoom. For those of you who haven’t 
heard of Zoom, it’s a way of holding meetings via computer or iphone or ipads. 
Three times I have used it and it has been good to be able to chat and see 
friends. It’s also good for a wine, nibbles and banter session! 

Sincere apologies for the lateness of this month’s Newsletter. Unfortunately 
my mum ended up in hospital with a heart attack. I’m glad to say after a few 
scary days, she is now home and the new normal has resumed. I did advise her 
that she would do anything to get out of the house! 

If like me your fuchsias will be growing away well. I love this time of year, 
pinching out and trying to shape plants and deciding those that may make it to 
the show bench, those that you will keep for cuttings, those that are destined 
for pots, containers or borders of our gardens, and oh, those that just haven’t 
made it!! 

This week will see the opening of garden centres, but alas no coffee or cake at 
the end of our visits. I’m pretty sure they will be packed solid for the first few 
days so I’m staying well clear until the dust settles. 

Thanks to our experts this month for answering our questions as asked by 
members. Firstly, 
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I live near Edinburgh and would like to get some fuchsias for my garden. 
What  situation and soil do they like ? How should I look after them during 
the summer? 

It is best to keep fuchsias not in direct sunlight in fertile, moist soil, well 
drained and not clay or heavy soil as they don’t like being too wet. Plant hardy 
varieties only and get them in the ground as early as possible in the growing 
season so they get established before the winter comes. Feed them every 
couple of weeks with a balanced feed like tomato feed. 

Secondly, 

I would like to attempt to grow some standard fuchsias, what would be good 
varieties to start with? What steps should I take? 

For small standards, varieties such as Lambada and Ernie make nice plants 
whilst Celia Smedley, Shelford, Paula Jane and Barbara are just a few that grow 
into bigger plants. Those varieties will however need to be lifted and brought 
indoors during winter. They are quite easy to start off, just keep taking out the 
side shoots until you reach the height you want. Then shape as you would do a 
normal plant. 

This month’s article is supplied by our Secretary, Irene who has been busy 
potting up hanging pots and baskets.  Here is her advice. 

 

HANGING BASKETS AND HANGING POTS 

 

This is a 12” hanging 
basket with a coco 

liner and a plastic liner made from an empty 
compost bag.  You cut a circle 4” bigger than the 
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basket.   Put 1 ½” of compost into the basket and mix in some water retaining gel and slow release 
fertiliser. Make holes in the plastic liner just above the soil mix. This is the baskets reservoir so it 
doesn’t dry out. Now ¾ fill the basket with compost which has had slow release fertiliser added to it 
and fold down into the basket the extra plastic to make a neat edge.   Place the three fuchsias (Kit 
Oxtoby) in the basket slightly angled to the outside in between the basket chains.  Fill in between the 
plants but leaving space for the empty 3 ½”pot in the centre of the basket, this helps with watering. 
In a months time I will replace the empty pot with the fourth plant which will be pinched out and be 
more upright to give height to the centre of the basket. 

 

HANGING POTS. 

For a 10” hanging pot I use three plants 
(Annabel) only and plant as I would for a 
hanging basket.  There is no room for a plant 
in the middle of the pot. 

 

 

The 8” hanging pot in the 
picture is last years plant (Jack Shahan) which I am transferring into a 10” hanging pot. I remove the 
plant from the 8” pot and place that pot inside the 10” pot and slide compost down the side of the 
pots tapping the compost into place.  Gently remove the 8” pot and you have a mould to slip your 
plant into. 

I only use swell gel and slow release fertiliser in my fuchsia baskets and hanging pots. The plants I 
used were well established in 3 ½”pots.  I don’t like to crowd plants into my baskets or hanging pots 
as I found in the past that it leads to botrytis. 

This is my way and your way may differ.  If you have a method that works for you then don’t change. 

 

This months favourite fuchsia spot is from Cathy Mercer. 
One of my favourites is Annabel. It’s a lax bush making it easy to make into a 
trailer or upright form. It does have a paler leaf and makes it stand out against 
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darker leaf plants. My other favourite is Rose Fantasia. It branches well and 
sepals curved away from the corona making it a better picture flower. 

     

Annabel  Rose Fantasia 

Everyone will now be aware that Gardening Scotland is no longer. Sign of the 
extremely difficult times we have had in the past and now we experience 
problems of another kind. That is a pity as The Royal Highland Centre is such a 
central location for everyone to get to. Instead the new Scotland Garden Show 
will be held in June 2021 at Scone Palace. A stunning venue but not quite so 
easy to get to. 

I’ve had a request from a member looking for some fuchsia cuttings. If you 
have any spare please get in touch with me and I can put the member in touch 
with you and you can make delivery arrangements. 

At time of writing, I like you are awaiting the fates of many September flower 
shows, whether societies are prepared to go ahead with restrictions which will 
no doubt be bountiful and in my opinion could be difficult to put in place. 

There seems to be a lot of virtual shows going ahead, so plenty to see! 

I hope you all saw our Anniversary Lunch pictures in the Garden News a few 
weeks back. We got a £25 voucher for Mr Fothergills, so the committee can 
decide what we can use it for. 
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Many thanks to Irene for our Friday Fun Quiz, it keeps us all going. If you have 
one to share please let Irene or myself know and we can use it in future 
Fridays. 

Finally, it is confession time!! If you remember last month I said I had chosen a 
cutting and I would tell you all about it each month? Well, of all the cuttings I 
could have chosen to do this with, all the cuttings that are growing away well, I 
chose Ben Ben!! Unfortunately he is no longer with us!! Enough said!! I will 
never live this one down! I can hear some of you laughing just now!! 

So folks, that’s it for this month! 

Next month I’d really like to make the Newsletter full of pictures. Will you send 
me a pic or two or more of any part of your garden, your greenhouse or a 
plant? Oh and remember, your questions for our panel of experts! 

Take care, stay safe and happy growing! 

Tom Kirkland 

President 
Tele: 07538784940 
Email: tomkirkland@hotmail.co.uk 

 


