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NEWSLETTER April 2020 

Hello fellow fuchsia enthusiasts! 

I’m writing to you still in semi quarantine! As I write we are still allowed to 
drive a short distance to take some exercise. That means I can drive the 4 
minutes it takes me to travel from the house to the allotment! Long may this 
continue. This is such a difficult time for all of us, particularly those of us who 
require to buy goods from our local garden centres. It really is a case that we 
don’t miss the water until the well runs dry. We are fortunate here in Douglas 
that two of the Garden Centres in the Clyde Valley are taking orders and 
delivering, however it’s not quite the same, as I can’t manage to wander 
around the centre to see what bargains are on offer, then pop in for my cheese 
scone and a brew!  

We can only hope and pray that by continuing to heed the guidance given 
things may be relaxed in the not too distant future!  

The human world may be in extreme turmoil but yet nature is oblivious to 
what we are suffering. Snowdrops have gone and now the spring has delivered 
without assistance the crocus and daffodils to adorn our gardens. I personally 
love to see daffodils growing in the wild. The wooded areas around our 
allotment are full of them just now. A carpet of yellow primroses with the 
daffodils standing tall are a beautiful sight.  Do you ever look and wonder how 
they got there, or even how the odd one at the roadside took up their 
position? 
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I always think too, that pansies and violas make spring one of the most vibrant 
seasons. The variety of colours is surely one of nature’s true successes 

We are managing to get so much done at the allotment, number six 
greenhouse is near completion. This one is solely for tomatoes, peppers, 
courgettes, chillies and sweetcorn, no cucumber, as neither of us like the 
devil’s food!  

The last three greenhouses we erected, sorry Robert erected were second 
even third hand from friends who had decided to give up growing. They are 
ideal for the allotment and serve our requirements well. We are dedicating one 
to carnations, we spoke to the seller of carnations at Harrogate show and got 
hooked so they are coming along nicely. We are awaiting delivery of a few 
more which we ordered at the show. Social media is a real boost when 
embarking on growing something new. The amount of guidance from growers 
through Facebook and Twitter has been great and even one grower has 
offered to take us under his wing and mentor us through the growing season. I 
hope he knows what he has let himself in for! We have a wedding later in the 
year and maybe we will be able to supply our own buttonholes! 

That is one thing I have found with our Society, everyone is so free to part with 
their knowledge about how to grow fuchsias. So please be like me keep asking 
questions to improve your growing skills of these wonderful plants. 

My fuchsias have over wintered not too bad at all, still have a lot to learn about 
cutting them back though as I have produced some weird looking woody stems 
but the shoots are well through and I look forward to the results later in the 
year. I’ve also taken delivery of a few new cuttings and gosh how they have 
grown with these few days of sunshine and heat we have had. 

Our guidance in the greenhouse this month has been supplied by Dougie Neill, 
who tells us to keep a keen eye on the temperature as the sun can be hot at 
this time of year in the greenhouse or polytunnel. 

Fuchsias will be growing on strong so keep checking the roots in the pot and 
pot up a size when the roots start to reach the bottom of the pot. Keep an eye 
out for pests and spray every ten days for white fly etc. etc. Remember too it’s 
a good idea to alternate with two different sprays. Open doors and air vents 
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whenever possible and ensure you have enough compost and clean pots for 
potting up. 

Good advice, thanks Dougie! 

Dan Mathieson, one of our members from Inverness is choosing his favourite 
fuchsia. He had great difficulty in singling out one so we have shown three of 
Dan’s fondest plants. Like many other exhibitors their favourite varieties tend 
to be the ones they do best on the show bench for them. 

   

Allen Jackson My Little Cracker   Anne Reid 

Many thanks to those of you who asked questions of our fuchsia experts. 

‘What is the best compost to pot up my fuchsias into their final pots?’ 

Advice One:  12 x 6 inch pots of Mother Earth, 2 x 6 inch pots of rough gravel, 
4ozs Nutrimate and 6ozs of potato fertilizer 

Advice Two:  Using any measure : 10 parts compost, 1 part perlite or 
vermiculite and 1 part sand and grit mix. Mix well and use. There is enough 
feed to last for 4-6 weeks. 

 

‘Can someone please tell me a prevention to ward off greenfly and whitefly, I 
am troubled with them every year?’ 

Advice: Prevention is better than cure. It is down to hygiene and starts in the 
autumn by thoroughly cleaning your greenhouse with Jeyes Fluid and rinsing 
off. Repeat the process in February. From April spray plants alternate weeks 
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with 10ml of Domestos to 1 gallon of water then the next week with SP 
Invigorator. Remember to do top and underneath the leaves. Keep your 
greenhouse moist by throwing a bucket of water on the floor. That should 
keep the little blighters away! 

Hope these answers help and don’t forget if you would like your questions 
answered send me an email and I will do my best to get the answer. 

I hope you are all enjoying the weekly Quiz Irene is sending out. It beats always 
watching the television!! Have you got a Quiz to share? Please forward it to 
Irene or myself and we will get it forwarded to everyone. 

Next month Irene will be talking us through potting up pots and hanging 
baskets. 

Have you got something you would like to share with our members? Some 
pictures of your plants or greenhouse? Let me know about it and we will do 
the rest. 

Until next month folks, whatever situation we find ourselves in!! 

Meanwhile, happy gardening to you all! 

Tom 

Tele: 07538784940 

Email: tomkirkland@hotmail.co.uk 


